
Summary of APA Bibliography styles  

The Linguistic Department now uses the APA format in the Bibliography section. This more 
complete 12 page document titled "Summary of APA Bibliography styles v3" lists many more 
styles. 
 
 

HOW TO CITE AUTHORS 
 

 

 
  

http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/quickguides/apa#quickset-apa_quick_guide_top_0


HOW TO CONSTRUCT A BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 Arrange entries in alphabetical order by the surname of the first author.  

 Alphabetize letter by letter. 

 Show authors in this order: 

1. Single-author entries precede multiple-author entries beginning with the same surname, 
earliest first. 

2. References with the same first author and different second or third authors are arranged 
alphabetically by the surname of the second author, etc. 

3. References with the same authors in the same order are arranged by year of pub., the 
earliest first. 

4. Works by different authors with the same surname are arranged alphabetically by the first 
initial. 

5. Works with no authors are arranged by the first word in the title (not including A, The, 
etc.) . 

6. Works specifically listing the author as Anonymous list entry alphabetically as if a name 
were listed. 

7. Works with corporate authors are listed alphabetically by the first significant word of the 
name. Use complete names of institutions, do not abbreviate. 

 
Author Format 

Author1 as:  
Last Name, First Letter of First Name. First Letter of Middle Name. 
 
Author1 & Author2 as:  
Last Name, First Letter of First Name. First Letter of Middle Name. & Last Name, First Letter of 
First Name. First Letter of Middle Name. 
 
Author1, Author2, & Author3 as:  
Last Name, First Letter of First Name. First Letter of Middle Name., Last Name, First Letter of First 
Name. First Letter of Middle Name., & Last Name, First Letter of First Name. First Letter of Middle 
Name. 
 



Author Examples 
 

Von Ledebur, S. C. (2007). 

Sillick, T. J., & Schutte, N. S. (2006).  

Lassen, S. R., Steele, M. M., & Sailor, W. (2006).  

Woolf, N. J., Young, S. L., Fanselow, M. S., & Butcher, L. L. (1991).  

Herculano-Houzel, S., Collins, C. E., Wong, R, Kaas, J. H., & Lent, R. (2008).  

Gilbert, D. G., Mclern, J. F., Rabin, N. F., Sugai, C., Plath, L. C., Asgard, G., . . . Botros, N. (2004). 
 
Comments 

 When there is no author listed or the author is unknown, begin the entry with the work's title. 

 If there are more than six authors, list the first six and "et al" indicating there are additional 
authors. 

 A doi (digital object identifier) is a unique number identifying the resource that may be used 
to locate the item. 

 If there is no doi, and the work was accessed online, list the URL of the homepage of the 
journal. 

 In the Thesis Template, type in the entry, then apply the style “Bibliography” to the text so it 
will be indented. Then add Italics as needed. 

 

NON-PERIODICALS (BOOKS) 
 

BOOKS 

Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Title (Edition). Location of publisher: Publisher. 

 
 



BOOK WITH AN EDITOR 

 Editors names, (Ed.). (Year of publication). Title. Location of publisher: Publisher. 

 Begin with the name of the editor(s) followed by the abbreviation (Ed.) or (Eds.) in 
parentheses. 

Layout 

 Last Name, Initial of First Name. (Year of publication.) English language title in Italics. Location 
of publisher: Publisher. 

(or) 

 Last Name, Initial of First Name. (Year of publication.) Non-English Roman language book title 
in Italics [English translation of title]. Location of publisher: Publisher. 

(or) 

 Last Name, Initial of First Name. (Year of publication.) Non-English non-Roman language title. 
Romanized Transliterated title in Italics [English translation of title]. Location of publisher: 
Publisher. 

Example 
Simpson, A., & Burns, M. (Eds.). (1989). The flying hellfish. Cypress Creek, SD: Globex Press. 

Dixon, R. M. W. (2010). Basic linguistic theory: Volume 1 methodology. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 

Gesang, J., & Gesang, Y. (2002). 藏语方言槪论. Zàng yǔ fāngyán gài lùn [Overview of the 
Tibetan dialects]. Beijing: Minorities Publishing House. 

Kesang, G.,  Stoddard H., & Tournadre N. (1992). Le clair miroir. Enseignement de la grammaire 
tibétaine [The clear mirror. Teaching Tibetan grammar]. Arvillard: Editions Prajñā. 

 

ARTICLE OR CHAPTER IN AN EDITED OR REFERENCE BOOK 

 Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Chapter / entry title. In Editor name(s) (Ed.). Title of 
book (pp. xxx-xxx). Location of publisher. Publisher. 

Example 

Simpson, C., & Lumpkin, L. (1989). Country singin' ain't for me. In E. Winthrop (Ed.), Traveling 
Country (pp. 352-358). Washington, DC: Country Press. 

  



ELECTRONIC BOOK 

 Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Title. Retrieved from URL 

 Use "Available from" instead of "Retrieved from" when the URL leads to information on how to 
obtain the cited material rather than to the material itself. 

Example 

Wiggum, C. (1993). Big Daddy in the Big Easy. Retrieved from 
http://www.wiggumpi.com/pubs/bigeasy.asp?itemid3528 

 

ELECTRONIC BOOK CHAPTER 

 Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Title of chapter. In Editor name(s) (Ed.), Book 
title (pp. xxx-xxx). Retrieved from URL 

 The database name is included in the reference to aid readers in finding an electronic version 
of the book because it may be difficult to find in print 

Example 

Frink, J. (2007). The flying motorcycle. In C. M. Burns (Ed.), Nuclear powered Vehicles of 
tomorrow (pp. 352-420). Retrieved from http://www.nuclearebooks.com/frink/NPVT.html 

 

ARTICLE OR CHAPTER IN AN EDITED OR REFERENCE ELECTRONIC BOOK 

 Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Chapter or entry title. In Editor(s) (Ed.), Title of book. 
Retrieved from URL 

 Use "Available from" instead of "Retrieved from" when the URL leads to information on how to 
obtain the cited material rather than to the material itself. 

Example 

Terwilliger, R., & Terwilliger, C. (1997). 'Dam' the hydroelectric blow up. In M. Szyslak (Ed.), 101 
ways to kill Bart Simpson. Retrieved from http:www.simpsonsdirect.com/reference/022317 

Example with Edited Volume  

Matisoff, J. (1973). Tonogenesis in Southeast Asia. In Larry Hyman (ed.), Consonant Types and 
Tone (pp. 71-96). Southern California Occasional Papers in Linguistics No. 1. Los Angeles: 
University of Southern California. 

http://www.nuclearebooks.com/frink/NPVT.html
http://www.wsulibs.wsu.edu/quickguides/www.simpsonsdirect.com/reference/02231997


PROCEEDINGS 

 Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Title of article. In Editor(s) (Eds.), Title of 
Proceedings (pp. xxx-xxx). Location of publisher: Publisher. doi: (if available) 

Example without doi 

Van Houten, N., & Flanders, R. (1975). Nachos Flanders style. In H. Krustofski (Ed.), Proceedings 
of the 4th International Symposium on Stadium Food (pp. 123-157). Vancouver, British 
Columbia: Fallout Press. 

 

PRINT PERIODICAL (JOURNAL, MAGAZINE, NEWSPAPER, ETC.) 
 

JOURNAL ARTICLE 

 Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Title of article. Title of periodical, volume, page 
numbers. doi: (if available) 

 For periodicals where each issue begins on page one, list the issue immediately after the 
volume number in parentheses. 

 First example uses cumulative pagination. 

 

Examples 

Murray, R. W., & Vennemann, T. (1983). Sound change and syllable structure in Germanic 
phonology. Language, 59(3), 514-528. 

Gesang, J. (1989). Phonological analysis of Batang Tibetan. Acta Orientalia Academiae Scientarium 
Hung, 43(2-3), 331-358. 

Suzuki, H. (2011). 嘎嘎塘藏語的咽化元音與其來源. Gāgā táng zàng yǔ de yān huà 
yuán yīn yǔqí láiyuán [Pharyngealised Vowels in Gagatang Tibetan and their Origin]. 
Language and Linguistics, 12(2), 477-500. 



Layout 

Last Name, Initial of First Name. (Year of publication.) English language title. Journal name in Italics, 
volume, page numbers. 

(or) 

Last Name, Initial of First Name. (Year of publication.) Non-English Roman language title. 
[English translation of title]. Journal name in Italics, volume, page numbers. 

(or) 

Last Name, Initial of First Name. (Year of publication.) Non-English non-Roman language title. 
Romanized Transliterated title [English translation of title]. Journal name in Italics, volume, page 
numbers. 

 

MAGAZINE ARTICLE 

 Author's name(s). (Date: Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of periodical, volume, page 
numbers. 

 For periodicals where each issue begins on page one, list the issue immediately after the 
volume number in parentheses. 

 

 

Example 

Duff, E. (1993, May 4). Dealing with a surly brewer. Brewers Magazine, 32, 35-38. 

 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

 Author's name(s). (Date: Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of newspaper, pages. 

Example 

Ziff, A. (1990, February 18). Bigfoot still at large. National Informer, 1-3. 



 
 

 ONLINE PERIODICAL (ONLINE JOURNAL, MAGAZINE, NEWSPAPER) 
 

ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLE WITH A DOI 

 Author's name(s). (Year of publication). Title of article. Title of periodical, volume, page 
numbers. doi: (if available) 

 For periodicals where each issue begins on page one, list the issue immediately after the 
volume number in parentheses. 

 Note: Date of retrieval is only used for resources that may change or be updated, and not used 
for books or published articles in their final state. It is not necessary if the work is in its final 
state. 

 
 

Example with a doi 

Stevens, M., & Stewart, M. (2000). Life on the run. On the Lamb Quarterly, 28, 220-
247. doi:11.1019/003-3528.93.4.444 

 

ONLINE JOURNAL ARTICLE WITHOUT A DOI 

 Author's name(s). (Year or publication.). Title of article. Title of periodical, volume, page 
number. Retrieved from URL 

 Date of retrieval is only used for resources that may change or be updated, and not used for 
books or published articles in their final state. It is not necessary if the work is in its final state. 



Example 
Bouvier, S., & Monroe, M. (1998). Shocking: the therapy used today. Psychology Journal, 18(1), 

22-25. Retrieved from http://psychjourn.com/ 

ONLINE MAGAZINE ARTICLE 

 Author's name(s). (Date: Year, Month). Title of article. Title of periodical, volume. Retrieved 
from URL 

  

ONLINE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

 Author's name(s). Date (Year, Month Date). Title of article. Title of Newspaper, volume. 
Retrieved from URL 

 Note: Date of retrieval is only used for resources that may change or be updated, and not used 
for books or published articles in their final state. It is not necessary if the work is in its final 
state. 

Example 

Nahasapeemipetilon, A. (1990, April 22). 357 Magnum the clown stopper. Morning Maker News, 1. 
Retrieved from http://www.morningmakernews.com 

 

ONLINE BOOK REVIEW 

 Author's name(s). Date (Year, Month Date). Book Review Title [Review of Book Title, by Book 
Author(s) Name(s)]. Title of source, volume. doi 

Example with doi 

Grimes, F. (1996, October 27). How we wish we knew less of him [Review of the book Homer, 
I hardly knew me, by H. J. Simpson]. Nuclear Power-Plants Today, 
42. doi:10.1234/Nuclear.456.75.432 



 
 

 OTHER ONLINE DOCUMENTS (WEBSITES, WIKIS, BLOGS, ETC.) 
 

Web documents share many of the same elements found in print documents (authors, titles, 
dates). The reference citation for a Web document often follows a format similar to that for a 
print document citation. 

WEBPAGE (NONPERIODICAL) 

 Author's name(s). (Publication date). Title of document. Retrieved from URL 

 Begin with the title of the website if no author is listed. 

 
 

Example with  no Date listed 

Dempsey, A. (n.d.). Eyelashes: Batem' if you got'em. Retrieved from 
http://soyouwanttobeabeautyqueen.com/ 

 

Example with no Author and no Date 

Plastic surgery: knowing when it's the right move for you. (n.d.). Retrieved from 
http://www.drnicksplasticsurgery.com/when.html 

 

ONLINE PHOTOGRAPH OR IMAGE 

 Primary Contributor(s) (Indicate Type of contribution [see below]). (Date).  Image Title 
[Photograph or Image]. Retrieved from URL 

 List the primary contributors in the author position and use parentheses to identify their 
contribution (Director, Producer, etc.). 

 When no primary contributor is listed begin with the title. 



Example 

Springfield Nuclear Power (Producer). (2008). Nuclear Powerplant [Photograph]. Retrieved from 
http://springfieldnuclearpp.com/pics/img123.jpg 

 

WIKIS 

 Article Title. (Date). Retrieved Date, year, from (wiki title): URL 

 Note: For material that may change over time APA requires the inclusion of a retrieval date. 

 

WEBLOG POST OR COMMENT 

 Author. (Date: Year, Month Date). Re: Title [Web log post]. Retrieved from URL 

 Use [web log post] for messages posted to the blog and [web log comment] when citing a 
comment to a blog. 

 
 

VIDEO WEBLOG 

 Author. (Date: Year, Month Date). Title [Video file]. Retrieved from URL 

Example 

Lovejoy, H. (2005, November 11). Marge's hair is unnaturally blue [Video file]. Retrieved 
from http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4Uw8thmeR3ad1st 



PODCAST 

 Primary Contributor(s) (Contribution). (Date: Year, Month Date). Podcast Title [Audio 
podcast]. Retrieved from URL 

 Note: List the primary contributors in the author position and use parentheses to identify 
their contribution (Director, Producer, etc.). 

Example 

Mel, S. (Producer). (n.d.). Hair-bones in high style. Krustyland Studios Online [Audio podcast]. 
Retrieved from http://krustofski.com 

 

NEWSGROUP, ONLINE FORUM, OR DISCUSSION GROUP 

 Author. (Date: Year, Month Date). Re: Post Title [Online forum Comment].  Retrieved from 
URL 

Example 

Pie, A. (2008, August 20). Re: The Eye in the Sky [Online forum Comment]. Retrieved from 
news://report.helicopter/artie/from_above 

 

VIDEO 

 Author (Contribution). (Date). Title [Format]. Available from URL 

 List the primary contributors in the author position and indicate their contribution  in 
parentheses (Director, Producer, etc). 

Example 

McClure, T. (Director). (1988). "P" is for psycho [DVD]. Available from 
http://neverbeenfilmedpictures.com/McClure/psycho 

 

 

 

 

 
Aj. Terry 

Feb 2017 


